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Il!'!'BODUC'l'IOJ 

T.bie moaograph ce•era the operation• or the first 

Baacer Battalioa in the Battle ot 11 &aettar, TUnisia, 

21-26 Maroa, 1t4Z. 

!his presentation has aa ita primary purpose the 

re-emphasis ot the iaportanee of seereey and surprise 

in all military operations. 'l'llia uaoaraph will illua• 
'• trate aow the us._. of these priaciples 87 Aaerioaa treopa 

in the action at Bl QQettar laid the foundatieas fer •ic­

tory in the \attle ~at followed. 

These ••r1 closely allied principles of war ha•• 

-een instrumental in sainiag military auceesaes t4rouch­

out history •. The use or secrecy and surprise turned the 

tide of •ictory in many early military oaa.paigns. Bx• 

amples or such auooeaaea bas-a before recorded historJ, 

but one ot tl!e ee.rlieat ot whicll. we aa•e klaowledge oe­

ourred in the year 217 B.c. The Reman C.asul flaainius 

held a derensi•e position at Arezzo, Italy, which he 

considered surrieient to halt the march ot Baanibal, in 

position across the Appeaines in Cisalpine Gaul, Banni­

ual, howe•er, chose another route, oroaaed the mountains 

and marshes at points coaaidered by ~laainias to be ~ 

passable, and ll\8.rehed past l!'lamiaiaa to the hip groan4 

abo•• Lake 'frasiaene. ll'lamiaius waa roreed to ghe ellaae 

an4 loa~ hia entire legioa on the lake shore. (l) 

(l) A-7, p. 48 
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• • 
Another historical example utilizing secrecy and sur• 

prise which, in this cas,, is similar to the action or the 

Ranger battalion at El Guettar, took place in the opening 

phase ot the Battle ot "uebec, September, 1759 1 between the 

J'l'ench, under llontoala, and the Bagliah, under \felte. 'l'he 

French forces, superior in nuabers, position, and artiller7, 

raaained confidently in their positions on the Plains of 

Abraham after having beaten orr two Britiah ground attacks 

!rom the northeast. Wolfe, however, in a ship anchored be­

low the Plains, discovered with his telescope a tiny~~at­

trail winding up the cliffs above the saint Lawrence river. 

At 0200 hours, 13 Septaaber, twenty-four volunteers from 

his ship-borne army climbed the trail, surprised the small 

guard detachment;and secured the trail, permitting 3,600 

following infantry to take battle positions. When dawn 

broke, the British were in battle array on the Plains or 

Abrahaa. Montcalm attacked the British and was routed. 

Thus, history records that a continent was eventually lost 

by France, due principally to the victory on the Plaine of 

Abraham that had as its opening wedge the actions or 

twenty-four men on the hidden trail rising from the Saint 

Lawrence. (2) 

'l'he invasion or Rorth Africa, 7•8 November, 1942, 

was another instance where the use or secrecy and sur­

prise, this time on a strategic level, paid the usual 

high dividends. (See Map A) The First Ranger Battalion, 

comprised or six companies or sixty-three men and three 

orrieers each, spearheaded the iaitial assault as par~ 

or the "Q_ent.e.r '!'ask J'orce•, capturing the coast defense 

( 2) A-7, P• 49 
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installations located at Arzew, Algeria. After another 

brief but intense action at s~. Cloud, active partici­

pation by the First Ranger Battalion in the invasion of 

North Africa oeaaect. (:5.) 

Tbe First Ranger Battalion eagaced in a vigorous 

training program the next four months, including tur~er 

combat in ~nisia, preceding the action to be discussed. 

A brief review of this period will show the type of 

battalion, and indicate the capabilities and limitations 

peculiar to a unit of this type - an appreciation vital 

to the main action to be discusse4o 

Tbe battalion spent three months in intensive train­

ing in the vicinity of Arzew. All phases of combat op• 

erationa were practiced, with special empAasis on night 

operations. The six companies of the battalion became 

thoroughly familiar with such operations over the dis­

tincthe North Atriean terrain duriag this period. (4) 

On 7 February, 1943, the battalion was flown from 

Oran, Algeria, to YoUks-les-Bains, five miles north of 

\· · Tebeasa, Tunisia. Bare it was attached to the ilaeriean 

II Corps. (See Map .B) 'l'he mission given the baUalion 

by II Corps was the execution or a seriea or night raids 

on enemy outposts located in the vicinity of Sened Sta­

tion and El Guettar. (5) 

The first raid was made on the night or 11-12 Feb­

ruary on an outpost guarding the approaches to sened 

Station. Companies A, E, and l attacked at 0130 hours. 

At 0150 the three companies withdrew rrom the position. 

They had killed or captured 80 odd dereadera, and 

(3) A-5, P• 35, 3'1; (4) A-5, p. 36; A•8; (5) A•5, P• :58; 
A-6. 
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destroyed two 77 mm artillery pieces. Ttii battalion com­

mander stated later that the position had.been completely 

surprised, and that no defeasive !ires had been laid down 

until the attackers were within 100 yards or the posi­

tion. ( 6) 

Axis armored columna, striking 
1~t~~e.l.:lil.a;.1 and 

Kasserine, during the following night and day, threatened 

to out orr the entire area as they began a rapid south­

ward movement down the Kasserine-Feriane road. (See 

Map B) This caused~ major withdrawal of all Allied 

forces from Gafsa•il Guetter sector. 

The mission Of the battalion was to screen and pro­

tect elements of II Corps during this withdrawal. The 

battalion was almost cut off during this action by the 

non-appearance or vehicles assigned from another unit. 

Fortunately, a few half-tracks or a passing tank destroyer 

unit provided a lift to Feriana. After holding several 

more defensive positions, the battalion made a forced 

march of twenty-four miles across country, reaching the 

Kasserine-Feriana road minutes ahead or the enemy columns. ---·--- -· -- ·-·- . ·- - -- _. .... ·--

It then continued to its new defensive position at ~•znia 

f~· (See Map B) (7) 

The battalion's defensive position on the !ebessa­

Jeriana road , held ror three weeks, was vital to the 

defense of Tebessa, a major supply point. During this 

period, the major threat to the Allied defenses occurred 

at Kasserine, eight miles to the northeast. A major 

attack at Dernia Pass also appeared imminent. However, 

rollowing the action at Kasserine, Axis columns were 

(6) A-5, P• 38-40; Statement of Lieutenant Colonel W1lliaa 
o. Darby, commander, First Ran~er Battalion, at Garsa, !uni­
sia, on 13 February, 1943; (7) Personal knowledge; A-11, 
P• 261; A-9; A-5, P• 41, 42. 
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observed to be evacuating Fsriana, and moving to the south­

east. All actions, but those or scattered patrols, halted 

on the entire front. The battalion was then moved into 

bivouac for a rest period. (8) 

The battalion was attached on 14 March to the lst 

Division and was moved as one or its reserve .elements to 

a support position four miles north of Gatsa. (See lap C) 

Following the occupation or Gafsa by elements of the divi• 

sion, the Ranger battalion was ordered to advance and 

capture El Guetter on 18 March. The village itself was 

found unoecupiea, but patrols probing beyond it to the 

east discovered strong enemy defensive positions astride 

the El Guettar-stax road. These were dug in along the 

forward slopes of DJebel* :n ABk and »Jebel Orbata so as 

to command the entire valley east and southeast of El 

Guetter. (See Map C) (9) 

THE GENERAL SITUATION 

The American II Corps was assigned a zone extending 

from Faid in the north to ~fsa in the south. II Corps 

had a two-fold mission: To make a limited attack in the 

northern portion of its zone;,1·to er:rect a penetration, 

followed by a drive to the sea, in the southern portion. 

(See Maps A, B) (10) 

The defensive mission· had a double purpose: To con­

tain the ene.my forces_ in the limited space or the eastern 

Tunisian coastal plain; to protect the supply installa­

tions and communications network which served the entire 

II Corps, and were later to become supply bases t'or the 

(8) Personal knowledge; A-8; A-5, p. ~; A•lO, P• 22; 
*»Jebel - Arabic, meaning mountain; (9) Personal knowledge; 
A-8; A-5, p. 44, 45; A-ll, P• 276; (10) Personal knowledge; 
A-2, P• 5. 
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Brit! sh Eighth Army •. 

It successful, the orrensi~e mission would place 

Allied units across the rear ot the enemy forces which 

were trying so desperately at this time to stem the ad­

vance of the British Eighth Army at the Bareth Line. It 

the attack made only limited gains, the pressure alone 

would be or invaluable aid to the Eighth Army by siphon­

ing orr Axis reserve elements. 

!be 1st Division, to which the First Ranger Batta­

lion was attached, was to make a two-pronged attack to 

the east along the El Guettar-srax and B1 Guettar-Gabes 

'roads. (See Maps B, C) The First Baager Battalion 

mission in support of this attack also was·two-rold: 

First, to overcome the strong enemy position blocking 

the El Guettar-Stax road; second, to seize the enemy• 

held heights which overlooked both the El Guettar-Stax 
( 

and E1 Guettar-Gabes roads. The battalion attack would 

precede the main attacks of the 1st Division. (11) 

The terrain in the division zone consisted of bleak, 

ragged ridges and arid valleys supporting no vegetation 

other than scrubby desert brush. Cover and concealment 

in the area was either very effective, in the knife-like, 

Jagged ridges, boulder-strewn hills and precipitous 

wadis*, or non-existent in the spaces between them. The 

mountain masses enclosing El Guetter and its road Junc­

tion on three sides presented formidable obstacles to 

any forward movement. South or El Guetter was a shallow 

aalt lake, impassable to vehicles. 

The sharp ridges favored the defender at every turn. 

(11) Personal knowledge; A.-6, p. 114; *Wa41: • Arabic, 
meaning gully or arroyo. 

- 8-
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DJebel Orbata rose sharply from the plain e·ast of Gatsa 

to a height of' 1100 teet and roughly paralleled the courae 

of the road from Gaf'aa through El Guettar to a point 17 

miles to the east on the El Guettar-stax road. ~Jeiel EL 

Ank rose, cliff-like, from the El Gmettar-Sf'ax road at its 

junction with Djebel Orbata, to a height of' &eO feet. It 

tell away to the south and southeast where the El Guettar­

Gsbes road climbed o~er ae~eral or ita feeder ranges. 

Djebel Berda was the (.\ominating terrain in the ar.e.~, 
"'~-"""·-·--··-'r • •• ' • ••' ''-• .;. ''• --· • "'"'·· • --• ·-

Though only_f39_~ feet in height, observation of' the entire 

El Guettar-Gataa area was poasible rrom its peak. This 

ridge systam constituted one or the last enemy-defended 

natural obstacles to the Junction of' the British Eighth 

Army and the Aaerican ll Corps. (1.2) 

The enemy had carefully planned his defense so as to 

exploit the terrain characteristics to the fullest. Ob­

servation posts had been established on the commanding 

peaka. The dug-in detensi~e positions complemented each 

favorable aspect of the terrain. (13) 

Enemy defenai~e forces in the area included elements 

of the Italian Centaurian Division and the German lOth 

Panzer D1~1sion. About 12 miles to the east were ele­

ments of the 15th Panzer and 90th Light Di~isions, plua 

other assorted units which had been gathered up in the 

retreat before the advancing British Eighth Army. (14) 

THE BATTALION SITUA'l'ION 

Dawn, 19 March, 1943, found the First Banger Battalion 

debouching from the lower slopes of DJebel Orbata, passing 

(12) Personal knowledge; A-4, P• ?2; A-9, p. 645; A-ll, 
P• 273; (13) Personal knowledge; (14) A-.2, P• 5; A-4, 
p. 69. 
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tbroup .11. Guetta:r ant piq into iW ltivo~e area ia 'Ute 

stllllk:ea, •111d-walle4 eaaia oa the aoatJle:ra oat.sld.:rts of tJla 
1 • 

Yillac•• Eaea, a:rtillerT, With its ozeelleat olteo:ryatioa, 
+ 

aipallocl . i o ll::uwle4ce er this aeuoa by :po1lll.tiB£- tau:r­

aitteat aalyoea 1ato the area, (See a&p C) (lO) 

Action waa takea imae«iately by the· battal1ea •••• 

aaate:r to utilize the te:r:ra1a to the tallest. lompaay B 

took poaaeaaiea of •!he Pi•~le•, a saall hill at the 

JueUoa or tll.e :roaia one Jlile east or ~ het1iar. ne 

area was outpoate4 aaa nnea ware la14 .1a. the A8J.or a_p­

p:roaehea, Prepe.:ratiiSIUI were ialldia~lJltecu ro:r iato­

aiye ai&ht; )&trolling to 4ete:ra1ae the loeaUeD.a aall. 

strength or the ea .. y to the east. (16) 

Oa the ni&ht or 20~21 March, two orriee:r~let patrols 

aearcha4 DJabel oreata tor eaeay 41apoe1t1oaa aad for 

poeaUtla ap:proaohea 1ato the •••111 poaitioaa. 0Aa patrol, 

after acoutiaa the lowai leYale, returae4 at· iawa. !he 

other patrol, haYing reaoha4 tJla u:rrow plateav. aleac the 

top or »Jebel Ozlllaa, ll••1ae4, ia ~Yatioa t:roa Ua 

position altoye aacl 1teh1B4 the eaa.y tafaneiYa iaatalla­

tioBa Wltil 1700 :&lour•,: 21 Jlaroh, whell. it ruuraed to n 

GUettar with a priaoner. (17) 

'fl:ta battalion cQIIIII&.nder at this tillle was at tile lat 

Infantry D1Y1aion oomaaad :poet. He had left instrtlotioaa 

that the laa4er or the aeooad patrol eall hiA there 1t ~e 

latter saould :retura duriac hia aeaeaee. !he intorBatioa 

Ci't'n the llaUaliofl etellllll.RMl' DJ this ot1'1U1' oonti:r.ae4 

tlhe baUalioa COJIII&!Il4er '• llelieta with :rate:reaee to the 

enemy strength, :POsi tioas, and a poe'aitlle :route 'llo 'tltei:r 

(lll) Peraoll&l kJWwleqe; A•ll, P• 271; (UJ PemraoJLal 
kaowla4ge; (17) Pe:raonal knowledge; A .. e • 

.. 10-
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. - ' rear• Oa the ~a1a or this information• the,deoiaioa 

/- was u4e t11 auaot tb.e poai ti.oaa at DSMel Orkta ul 
DSe"Del m. Aak from the rear at tan the followiq aoraiq, 

22 March. (UI) 
' 

'fhe :Plan or attack by the lat Di1'1aioa eallecl for a 

aiaultaaeoua triple.tb.ruat east and aoatb.eaat trea 11 

i Gueuu. (See Jlap 0) fhe 26tJa CO!Uat 'feaa, with tlle 

J'il'at BaJl&er Battalion. attaoaed, was to o~-.r tho e.uear 

fl'Ga tho :Pi•• at I>Sebel .ll .A.Ilk aD4 to be JUpuei 1;o ooa• 

Uno the aUaot. ~ 181;11. e.H.t 'l'ua. waa to bin dewa 

1;ke Gabee road to ita ob~ee1;ive at tae aezt aaJor 1'0&4 
., . 

j 

Junotioa northeast or DJebel B.er4a• '!'he Uta Ooaltat 'l'eaa 

was civen 'I;Jae aiaaion or clearing the ea .. 7 rroa tho ror• 

wa:r4 alopea or DJebel. :n .Ailk between tb.e :roa4a aa4 w Jlf e­

})&re to oont1nae the at1;aok on order. (lt) 

'flle l81; Dbieion :plan had; aa th:rea'lla w ita aaoeeaa, 

the ae.-y oaaervatiou. :poaa1ble t:roa eoMMu.di.ag c:reun4 a1> 

DJebel ~4a, aa4 the poaaib1litJ or a atroac ooaater• 

aUaok fl'<la the pua at· DJMel m. .AUt. Al111loqh the ea.., 

at Diebel El Aak Jaad aoae everything })eeaible to· make 1;he 

paaa iJQregnable, he resa:rded tlre hip peaks on !Joth aUea 

or the »••• only aa excellent observation post•• (10) 

'I'll& app:roXiute beaUona or ••41a7 poaUiou p.u41q 

the paaa a1; DJellel m. .A.ak had. been plette4 b7 patrola ani 

wen made ,n.owa nu the lMlUaU.ea er4er · tl!ll! the atMek 

was iuue4. (See Jla.pa 1, D) It had been eatiaate4 1hat 

there was one reiDtoreea illtantr;r bat.tal.1on ia tile detenae 

(18) Peuonal. knowledge; (19) P&l'aoaal knowledge; J.-1, 
P• 44; (20) A•6, P• 111, 114, llt• 
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ia ~ae vioi.ui~J o:t ~he paaa with uolliae &llM u«." .. 

cu.aa ia exeelleat peei tiou.o 

'fhe let ant art ldtal.ioaa, lltth 1U.'1ul11:t•• wn to 

attaell: ~he outer deteuea of the :pua at B l_houra (CICIO) 

with the eoatiauiq aiaa1on of aeeviq Bea J~eaR;n*. De 

2ad Battalion an~ re.aiaiac·aaita of the 26th ..... t Tea. 

were to aaaiat ill tlle aeeral aiaeioa of aen.riag the 

diviaioa~a lett treat fLaak. 

!he l'ba'li llt.lla• .llat~ha~• plaa of a1okok ... 'lie 

ore .. the liae .or te:pa~J~t1ll'e at IIPBitU ,(OMO) wUh ....,. 

paaiea 4, B, lt, :&, ui I' allreaat.; aa4 .. .,... aHaish*- ••• 

the alopea of D3ebel __ ._ iate ~e :paaa w1 ta t:lte aiaaiea 

of deatreJiag the aaea7 deteaaea loeatei there. 'fhe liae 

ot teparture, to the eaaar•a right rear, was to be reaohet 

by acn1Bs the ltattialiea ia a Binsle tile ner thtl Uffi­

cuU hr:raill of »Jeael Or'bata 4ul'iq "She uu:ra of dark• 

aeu p:noediJlC the attaek. (21) · 

COIQ&Il1 », lat llqlaeer J&·nau .. oa. atw.out, waa ta 

pl'Odte a Ilea.,. -.arias tire for .tile auau 11'1 til 111a 81 

u aortara. COJqNUl7 c, laacer BII.Uallea, Ra-w )e lleli 

ia l'eaer•• to the :rear ot -... liae of 4epertlll'e, ud Ra 

to fuaiak o·verheacl tire 11D.Ul -•keel by the &4'9aae1q 

t;:roopa • 

fhe llattaUea•a A& ratios were te lie ued for ..._ 

auaioatioa tlu.:rias the attack. The eia••l· to:r the attaek 

te Jup .off woul4 lte a llql.e eall tua. *he . U.UaUea ..... 

uateJHa olllaenauoa :pctet uar t;lle liae or jeputiue. '1'Jl1l 
' 

llattalioa e••ader pl&BDed ·w f1sllt hia llattalioa illl'illl 

the attaok fro• t;he aoae natage poillt • · (a~) 

' 

*Bla ... ent of Captaia 4o a. LeYaaaelll' (t;aen platoon leaier 
in c:oapa:a:r A1 2Gtll Iataatry) oa 12 Bonue:r, 1947; (&l) pe,r .. 
eoaal knnleo.se; ....,.8; (28~ PersoA&l Jounrlet.p, . .A.we • 
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'fhe si:z: oeJQellies ot the :n:rat Baqe:r JattaU.o:a, with 

. Co.IJI:.P&aJ D, lst Jlnsiaee:r Battaliea auaehed, acn.\94 out ef :Bl 

Guetta:r at 2300 hours, 21 March. 'fhe route taken was e:z:• . . . 
In .u.ay eases tocgle•:ropes, wllieh we:re 

an itea of special individual equipaut iA the lla.ttalio:a, 

wa,re · aeeesaary to effect pasae.a" et aen &all equipaent over · 
,' 

clitta aatl ravia". Due to t,]Mse 4irt1euluu, tecen.er 

with the heuy loafs tile aea ":re •rrfi•lh Geapaay Jl, let 

:Jap:aeer JattalioD., with its 81 :im. Mrtel'•t was u.eW.e 10 

conti:aue the paee, a:ad tell to tlte rear. 'fhe llaUaUoa QOD• 

tinued its forward aoveaeat, .however; aail 110Ve4: ia:lie a'ttack 

poai tioa at 0~0 llolll'a,. 22 Jlarch. '!'he six llile .u.rch across 

»Jebel Orbata to.. the line or 4eparture had takea tour lllJld a 

halt hours. (See Map D:) (25) 
.. 

The the oompanies r&piil:V uv ... ia'So. u extutet 

sld.raiU. liaet. The,- we.re 1;o 1ihe rear et tu 4ete:u11e 

. ~osi Uou 1a the peS;'·, A ltucJ.e ee.ll d G500' llmtn launohet 

the a'litaek. UDder a heavy oove:riac .tire trea tll..e b.eigUs 

' . 

a]J)a~ the line of tepar'liure, the aaaaut poups -.ept down •. ' 

·the slopu. 

Surprise was e~le'tel . 'fhe enemy was caught totally 

ott-guart. MallJ of his gmn positioas hai aot yet )een 

.u.aaei aad the few tha'k w~e \pi!&puea. were_ sitri to tb'e 

down the :read towa:r4 a O.ett.ar. 'fhe ... reor &ad s1;eolth 

uaea. ia the aQv...at·to the liae of a.,.rt~e paid diVi• 

dends .• ith eaeh eap~:red prisoner, most ot ~--- we:re oeP­
tured as they dazedly raa toward t~ei:r ietensea. (24) 

BY 0520 hours, aore than 200 ~risone:ra had ~een taken• ' . . . -

(2$j A.•S; j,.$, .P• · 4; t24) Pirsonal Jmowletge; .l•51 lh 4tS;c·····?"")"'-
A.•6, P• l~~CiOo : 
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The aaaault croups' continued their rapid tire and aov ... nt, 

and a few white surrender. fleas were aote4 tlyia& froa 

othe:r gua poaitiou. !h88e areas were :rapidly olea:reel and 

othera, inaicle the pasa aai atill reaiatiq, were aue.elted 

with ritlea, arenades, and bayoneta. The aetioa thus 

deteriorated into a series ot aeattered aaaaulta whioh 

contiauecl iaaide the paaa .ntil aieut 0650 houra. (21) 

!he aituation was cleared up at thia tiae by the 

attack ot the 1st and ~ri aatta1iou or the 26th Iataatry 

on the outer d.reaaea of the paaa. !ke let -.ttalioa, 

. 26th Iaraat:ry, origiaally...,rte:reG. to auaok aloq ~· 

lower slopes or D,febel Or'bah at 01oq aoura, kat beea de­

layed wh.en the s-a and S.l or the nttalion llafl lteen piBBel\ 

down w.b.lle on ~eeollll&isaanee, lly eneay tire rroa thit vioi• 

Dity ~r the paas•. (26) 
'. . 'fhe eOlllbiD.ed, t:b.re~prol1£e'd assault of the three 

batt&J.iona cleared the area DOrth or the road it OUO 

koura. (See llllp D) 'ftle oaly erpai;t:~ .re&iatuee aoun 

of the road. aow eoaslatM or aneral te4tllJ' ••a-ia uehb.e 

· .~u poaiUou. u otoo . .li!.oura, eo•:Pa•Y D, lli'll IBc!aeer 
Batial.ion, arr1ve4 on the line or ClepartuH aad iallediately 

aet up ita aortars. Supported •1 this heavy and aceurate 

covering tire. Oo~aay C or the Baager Battalion attacked 

the machine gua positions with ritle and )ayoaet, toreiaa 

their eurrenier. l'o1,low1n& this aeUon, all six co~aaiea 

taanei out over the al.opea or D3ellel or•ata aa4 »3•1»•1 K1. 

Aalt, ter:retiq eut other iaelateG. JIO&i tiou. '!'he 'batta• 

lioa eom.ante:r DOtitied the 26th Infantry reglaeatal eo~ 

mander at 1220 houra·that the inner position• or tke paaa 

(215) Personal bowled&•; .A.•5, P• 45, 111; *Stahaeat ot 
Capt&iD. .A.. :a. Levaaaeu:r (then platoon lead.er in OoiQSDJ' .A., 
26th Infantry) on 12 »ove~er, 1147; (26) Personal· 
lmowledge. · 
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h&d been cleared• (2'1) 

•• 12:30 lleu:rs, tlJO ooapaaie.s or tlle nU&liea were 

o:rie:red by ~· batklioa oep=·n4e:r to at"t;aek and aeeu:re 
I 

Bou Baa:ran, tll.:ree lliles northeast of the pass. (See lla:P 

D)}VUDita ot tlle 26th Ceabat T.am co~oaed of iafant:ry• 

artillery, engineers, and ar.or, began moYin& aertlleast 

tl!.rough tl!.e pass at la50 hours. '!'he tour reaailliq toa­

paaiea of the Banaer Battalion, outpoatiag tlle pass at 

t.bis Ume, aegan aaaem.bliq ~· l.O(,) p:riaoaera ca:ptu:rri 

earlier, ancl aade prepa:ratioas to Ul'8h ~- towai't n 
QQettar. (28) 

'!'11e road through the paae beeaae a'eurel)" eoqeetell 

at this point. It provecl to be aa ideal tars•• tor the 

attack placed on it at this time by twehe JU i8a which 

suddei!J.y appearecl on t.be scene. 'f'hey don in _over »Jebel 

Or'bata and baaaed and atrated the massed vehicles and aea 

troa about 200 teet. The eaaualtiee, however, proved. te 
-

be au.rpriaiqly light, coaeietiq or .three aen killed, 

f1Ye wounded, and swo 106 llewit&«re and alae truoke and 

half-traeke destroye4. '!'he prinoipal i1tticult7 lay 1a 

reeapturi:ns the 1400 prisoners, who hat unaailleuly 

bolted for the rocka at the tirat appearance or the eneay 

planes. ( 29) 

!he Baaser Ba~~alion was ordered b7 the let »ivision 

~o return to El Gaettar at 14:30 hours te :recona~itute the 

division reaer9e~ aad was ~hereby relieYed ot the ll.ission 

ot eap~urillg Bou Ba.arano 'l'l!.e N.ttalioa oloae4 illto ita 

bi youao area at n Gltettar at 1830 llourso Arter the ena­

iag aeal was completed, reorcanizatien ant .resupply or the 

(27) A.-8; l.•l, p. 152, 153; .A.-5 1 P• 45, llt; (28) Personal 
knowleqe; (.21) Personal k:nowleqe; A-8; .A.•G, :P• lGI • 
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battalioa llepn, as a waraiD.s orie:r hai 'been reeeive4 for 

poasLile action on the following day, 21 Marek. (30) .. 
'· 

At 0500 hours, 2Z Marsh, the 0.~ lOth ~er ~1v181oa 

attaeked on the t:roat heU by the la-&: ut 3d llattaUoaa• 11• 
. ' 

Intaat:ry. (Bee •:.e c, :1) '!'he attae.k wu •48 with a}))rexi• 
' ' 

aatelJ sixty bak:a, two iata:a.trJ ba·lr~alione, · aat fiWO artillery 

battalions. It reuchly parallelei the Gataa~ea••• road. !he 

llaqer Battalion was ordered liy lat Divhioa at 0600 houa to 

take a tereuive pesi tion on the lett flank: of the lr4 latta-: 
' lion, lith Iafutr;r. The Geraaa attack· eentiauet, uaa.U.Ud 

in Ua terooi ty, throua}lout the UJ• Tlle .hipea.t tide . ot .the 

attack oeeurei aho~rUy atter uoa whea ar.-.U.le:ry. au iau 

deairo,.er units ot the ihision hell ott sneral taakeointaat:ry 

aaaaul'ta with direet fire• Duiag tllia period, JU Ma inhr• 
' aittently bombed and s.tratecl the deteaee liae. '!l!le deteue 

line helCl, however,-··· ~t 1715' Jumr s, the Ger•a: arliOr 11ha t was 

capa'ble ot mevement 1ras observed aovina ott towart the east• 

Wi tlt. the e:ieeJ:IUOn of patrol lla11b.ea torwar'll. ot · the tetense 
' 

turthe~ aotion took plaoe at 

ot &S ... 24 .._roh. (31) 

. . 
A• 1100 hour .. , 24 llaroh, the battalion ••• ertered by lat 

Division '5o seize the hip srowui 1:a the Yicln1 t7 ot DJelllel 

Be~d.a. (See Jlapa c, I) ~· J:IUVioul.y diseusaed. proaineat 

pob~1 at this Uaa f•• aftortinc exeellen1'- ollaenation. to~ ta. 
(50) Peuonal knowledge; .a.-5. P• 46.; tUl Pe~aonal. JtuwleqeJ 
A•ll,. P• 46 1 llt, .,. . 
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be seen• 'fhia sei sure waa aeooaplialuhlt aad J>.jeltel .. ru 
- , , r ' . 

aeoure4 at 17;)0 hours, roilowia& aa e.riuou ollall_ -» the 

'/ alGpaa ,:..-a· tlriet. aotion at tlae ~.I £.11 2.100 ho.:.:,.· .. aUJ 

the oo_,aaiea ea. &jebeJ.. hrU.,, whh ta. .--.,tio• o' .Goa. 
. I . . 

· paaJ D, were or~Hd to· ...... , 'the· at..., a;L.,._ _to _i'eia-
. , 

. . • ·I . . .· .. 

terce the .2nd Battal1oa, 18th Iat.-ny, whiell at t&t Uae 

waa uder attack at tJ:)ie llase ot ·D~ellel Berta •. ·· (32) 

:·J ; . - ,-, ·. 

., .. 

CO!IIplJlY D was orcered• W !told 111:1.1' top or Djebel Jl8raa: , 

· uatil further ordera. (See ,Jt!l:P i'l .Th• ~uy •omaaillder 

diapoaecl hia company in aooordaue 'wuh ·these instnetiona. 

Au toaa tic weapons wen s1g&te,d te · tire 4o1r_a the slop••• ' T)le · 

aen were unable 118 tiC' 1n, <tue w the. r,...J tel!•-UOn or the ... 
~ 

hill, llut rooket up 1nil11'1iul r1r111.c peahioaa la an .all• 

aroue tarense. {31) 

At 0345 houu,. 25 Jlarolt, the oOIIUnder_ # C1NipaltJ D 

alerted. his ooapany for what seemed. ,;;e b!J a:a' auaok ,ro:raiac 

oa the eastern &lopes or DJeltel 'Jeri&. Be ha« heard aCJJ:nda .. 

ooai.ag tl'OJI belGw his oeapany ~oamaad poat tllat 1ndloah4 ' · 

pr eparaUona •ere \l,llde:r way tor au.oh aa· a tta.all:• Inatea.4 o.t 

an attack., howe1'e:r, the eJ,lp!d a& •eaU.. pn bel'lla lteta1te4 

the approach of COJII.}IeiaT 11, ·l81ill :tntU:t;r,., .'.fhe J:-ooa,aar•..,.. 
1 : • .. . 

under waa leading .ll!ia ooapaay, llttt &~J'Ilp\.lf h&Uei wliiea · 

challeqe4 by th.- ooaunder or OoJQ&nJ, D. · ·Bite to the Jl c..;' • _. 
. I , ~ 

:pany eo!IIBII1D,de:r'a ·ignorance ot the paaaword tor the cla'f, ae 

nearly becaae a casualty at this poiat, llut ·was au;e. by hie · 

(32) Per.onal. ll;nowtatte; 
(SS) Pe:raoul lmowledce; 
knowledge; J.~s. 
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• 
take posi tiona along the crest. (See Iaps c, :r) 'ftle 1•• 
struetions -had been somewhat incomplete, in that ~he co~ 

pany eo~ader of Company E had not aeen tolG that the hill ghts 

had previously been occupied by friendly troops. After the 

necessarily nervous introductions were acoo~lisaed, the B 

. Coapany OO.IIIIIIfiD.der moved hie co.~~pany onto the alreaiy crowied 

crest• where the men rested, awaitinc orterst (56) 

THE WI'fBDR.A.W.AL J'BOII DJEBEL BEBDJ. 
' 

Heavy surprise concentrations of mortar aad artillery time 

fire buret on the top of Djebel Berda at 0630 hours, tollowel 

five minutes later by intense heavy machine cun fire rroa points 

down the northeastern slopes or the rid&•• (See Map 7) German 

intu:~ry in COJII.P&nY strength attaeket up the lll.opea at Oi40 

hours, tiring machine-pistols. The restrieted area or the hill, 

the mixed personnel or the two companies, !flnd the leek o:r ahel• 
' 

ter or many of the men combined to cause serious contusion at 

the outset of this attack. Bad it not been tor the autoaatie 
• 

weapons firing rrom behind rock-laid detensea ~d taking the 

attaeking infantry under heavy tire, it was possible the posi ... 

UOB may have been :proa;ptly o~errun. In the ensuing a.Uon, 

however, Company D delayed. successively oa the 't;hree kDolla of 

Djebel Berea, coYeriuc Coapaay B aa it withdrew down tae aorta• 

west slopes. · The German infantry began u eavelOJaea• along 

the slopes at this point, as the mortar aad tiae fire continuell· 

to tall oa the hill. The Ranger Battalion commander ordered 

Company D to with4raw from the third delaying position at 0725 

hou:ra. 'fhe withdrawal was successfully accomplished, the eo~ 

:pany li.O't'in& rapidly clown near-vertical cliffs and talu slides 

to a wadi at the southwestern base of Djebel Barela. The eomp&DJ' 

(35) Personal Jmowledfl:el j,.,.8. \ 
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-.rolled. three miles nor~llwes~ ~llrough this wad.i aad. reJeiaed . 

the llattalion at altout 0950 hours. (56) 

'fhe lat ucl 2nd Jla.~talioDa, 18th Infaa~ry, •re · o:r4ere4 

~o withlll.:raw frOIIl the vicinity or »Jebel Be:rda aa4 ·re~ua ~• 

Bl Guettar OD the night 01' 25•26 -Jlareho 'fhe llaJ1C8r Ba.ttal1oa 

ac~ecl as securi ~y tor ~hie disengagement, after which de­

fensive posi ~ions were· taken along the llOrtllwea~ern :root of 

~he DJebel Berda hill aaas. The bat~alion was relhve4 a~ · 

this latter position a~ 0545 hours, 26 Mareh, lty the 2nd Bat• 

~alion, 59th ID.fantr;y, 9th Division•, and 1mae41ately aove4 

oat to Bl Guettar. This relief aarke4 ~he end. of tll.$ Bal\&eJ' 

Battalion's participation in the action. 'fha battalioa was 

held in its ltivouao area at ll Guettar, bowever, 'for further 
' . 

use if necessary. 'fhe closing of the riaal chapters of the 

battle of n Guettar oceurred whea.Djebel Berila was reoa:~~ture4 

at 1200 hours, 'I .A,prj.l, b:y elements of ~he 9th Division. A~• 

vaaoe units of the British lOth eorps, Ei&hth Ara;y, were coa­

tacted on the Gataa-Gabes· road at 1705 hours that a:r~e:raoon. (17) · 

\ 

In studying this aeries of operations, it ~eeoaes evi- · 

den~ 'that the astute and unexpected use of secrecy and sur• 

prise, at a time when all tl:le other factors are equal, aay 

very decisively swing the balance of victory. The oalou• 

la ted risks taken in attacking the DJebe:). n AD.k posi tiona 

with the :390 men or the First .Ranger .Battalioa paid lluge 

dividends• The early collapse of the positioms at this point 

(36) Peraoul lmowledge; A-8; A-15, P• 46; 
'1. :z. l'altera (then co..Uder, eoapaay B, 
Bovealter, 194'; (37) Pe:rsoaal knowledge; 
A•6, P• 46; A-t, P• 641, 647, 

•statoaent or JraJer 
Stth Iataat:ry) oa 18 
A-l; P• 2; A-~, P• 7!; 

I 
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" 
was 4ireotl7 reapoaaible for the rapid ad•aaoe aad esploit­

atioa that followed. eoauam.ns, it is reasonable to belie•e 

that the saae ground in our possession, ooupled with the type 

and araaaent of uaits figkting over it, was inatrwaental in 

briaging about the defeat of the Qer.an lOth Panzer Diviaioa 

when it attacked oa 2~ March, 1943. 

'fhe unexpected surprise attaok of the D~elilel KJ. AU: 

poaitioa was made poaailille liiJ tae faot that the BaDger Bat­

valioa Was oapa8le Of vhe paasage.of o'batacles S110A aa the 

cliffs and &Ul.lies of D3ebel Or\ata wUh Us aoral fipt- · 

inc equipaent. Ia aa operation of this type, the battalioa•a 

lighv a:raament wae aa advantage. In the action at D3ebel 

Berta, however, it proved to be a diaadvanuge aa D Compaay 

lacked the proper weapons to hold the hill. 

lhile the Baqer Bat tali on tel t secure ia asaaUl. tiq 

a lleaoll or operatiag in the aountaiu with ita orgaaization 

aad equipment, the baaie weakaea ... iuerent ia the oraaa1-· 

zatioa for eontiauel defensi.ve action aeoaae elear ill the 

defense aetion of 23 March &~ainat the attack of the lOth 

Panzer Division. 'fhe original concept or the use of the 

llattalion was t~t it was to be used in special assault 

missions. These inolu4e4 rai4s and reoonnaisaaaoe in force 

of eneaJ beaches, and landings on small isolated beaehet to 

destroy detenail'e iAstallationao 'lhR, as at .11 Quetta:r, 

it became necessary to ceaait the llattalion ia a 4efena1Ye 

role, the basic shortages of ••• aad of the aeeeaaary de­

fenaiYe weapons and supplies were very keenly felt. 

'fhe battalion was ao short or oraaaic transportatiea 

that, evea in eOilbat areas, all aoveaent was ••• liiJ •roll­

ing or with vehielea llqrrowed troa another anit. This latter 
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poia~ waa n:rr to:roilll;y deaoaa'li:rauct 4a:rias 't;ll.e w1 'hd:ranl 

trom Q&faa oa 15-14 ~eb:rwa:rr. lt41• 11 ell.ee:r luok, half• 

traeka of 11he &Ola't; 1'aak Dea'liroyer Jld"t&lioa were ea­

eouateret by the rear gua:rt. '!'Jleae va!lielea provitla4 a 

lit't; 't;o ~riaaa. Traoka, which bad 8eea .aasigaed t:roa · 

aao'lill.e:r· uau, had ta1le4 1io appeal' • 

. '!'Jll'oupou'li 'l;he au,iona a 'I; m. euett;ar, 't;!le ver7 · tho roup 

t:rainiaa of 't;be aat'lialion waa notien'ble. 'file auooeaaful 

aoveaea'li •• Jlipt our DJeltel <nliiak to attaolt t!le paaa . 

positieu llecl., aa ita UaiJllq fouAatioa, llllll7 aiail&l' 

e:z:eroiaea praoUeet at .Uzew• '-'he UD. ot the ut'li&lioa 

were profioi•nt in the use of the 'ba't;talio• weaP'••• '!'Jle 

hish ataadarda ot ;physical ooalii tion, ne aouataia eliains 

teokni~uea, aad the combat methods ot the aattalioa all 

owed their e:z:istenee to the thoroupaeaa ot priol' 'li:raiaia&• 

'!'Jle •en theaaelvea poaaesaea adairable eharaoteria'liiea 

which helped. the uait over maay 41ttioult1ea• All were 

volunteers aa4 the on ia eaoll. of the a1zt7-three IIIla oom• 

paaiea kaew eaoll other tb.oroqllly. '!!I.e r .. ilieaey of their 

morale aad their hip esprit de corps dated 'baek to their 
• 

eolllll(lDdo training aad te 'lihe aot1ena at Dieppe, A.:rzew, 8ened 

Sta't;ioa, aa4 Deraia Pass. The trust and respect tho aea 

felt for eaeh other aad their officers was lased en combat 

e:z:perioee aai matual all.eriq ot the ripra ef war. 

The peraoual leadeuhi:p ot .l.iellt$.Ullt COlonel (later 

Brip41n Geae1'all Willlaa o. Dar11y, the ltattalioa oeuande:r, 

· rankei e~J.'WlllJ 1mportan1; with the eGIUat ooua.f.eship felt 

thro1lp01lt the ltll't;'talieao Be wae oae of the few mea gifted 

with nearlJ all of the qualities end attr111utea ot 't;he 

aucceaatul combat eomaaader. Be bad aur't;ured 't;he la't;talioa 
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• " 
rroa iao~tion aa ita first co..aadar. It autrieea to aa7 

that the trainiq wu se ripn:oua that many o:r the aen· re .. 

lax" aaewhat un.ier ooaltat eondUiona. 

The llattle o:r Bl. Guettar llegaa and eJl4H witll. etrugcJ.ea 

tor the co-.anding ground• With the seizure or the pass at 

DJebel El Ank 1 the lett flank or the let Division was ae-

cur eel. By the aaae token, .llowever, the. :rao1; 'that DJebel 

Berda was captured la'te in 'the ao'tion, and was 'thenpromp'tly 

lost, resulted in accurate ollaerved·artillery tire continu­

ing to tall in tlll.e El Guet~ar area throucaout tlll.e ao~ioa. 

lllen DJellel Berta was reeaptured oa 7 April, 'the Qe.._n peat­

tiona were promptly a&aadonecl, and the British llgb.th Army 

was ooataetecl the aaae atteraoon. !bia action etreotively 

blocked the eorridor to 'the south. The pressure -.a ia­

oreaaed as the aetioa coatinued aorthward toward Bizerte 

&ad Cape lion. Oa U J1a7, 194:5, seneral unconditional sur­

render or 2481 000 Azia troops followed 'the capture of von 

Araia1 tlla army coauader • 

., General Order Iaaber .,, l&r Depertaent, dated 18 

hly, lt«, the :rirst :Ranger Je.'ttal1on was cUd tor Ua 

outstanding perrormaaoe or duty ia action at 11 Guettar 1 

and under the provisions of ~ection IT, Circular NUalter SIS, 

awarded the Distinguished Unit Badge. 

In the striotu'li defiai tiolll or 'the phrase, there were 

really ne Hw leeeO'Il8 lwraed during the opere.tioas of tlle 

:rust Baager Battalion at :11. Gu.ettar. B• ner, then were 

soae new slants cast en some or the old established prin• 

oiples, and in the tiaal analysis tl/l.e tact 'ecoaes evident 
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• 
that the aaJor leaaona lea~aed were a pointe4 re·e~haaia 

or "tAeae ea'tablisheCl prill.ci~••• snaral or the .110at ia­

portaat or theae l ... aaa. are: 

lo Secrecy aad S1lB'l'' II bthl 1;e aj I ltUt;lNo The 
-~-------

enaay position at DJebel El Ank, while very s~roag to the 

troat, was proven to )e relatively weak when it was taken 

trOJil the rear aad, nallk by cleter•1De4. attaek. 

2. ObaervaUo!_,and ••!~!~,!...!.L.~.!:!.-~IY.!!..~!-"l ... :te.~.UJJ1 
ia a vital necessity. This is especially true in open 

terrain, such aa was towad in the lD. Guettar area. 

COIIII&ndera or all 11niU -.uat poaseaa eo•plne aad 
11. ...... -."~"""-"" ._.;• ••• ' - •• -·~·- • 

int1ate .ll:aowledge or ,the terrain in the~r. •••tors in tla.e 

attack aa at Djebel Kl Aak. and especially so in the det&lse, 

as the attack or the lOth Panzer Division, tor an exa.ple. 

4. Bpeeialize4 training prior to cOJilbat in 110untain ... , ,._ .. '· ., ... , .. 

learned at El Guettar troa. experience to avoid the natural 

corri4ora or approach, which were invariably •iaeCl ani 

heavily ietende41 aad instead, to work alonc the riacea 

and high terrain reaturea. In this way, the enaay was 

forced to abandon atrougly detended positions at the heads 

or the corridors and aatural approaehe•• 

5. Ni~t patrolling operations aust be stressed ia 

sultin& ettect will be a more thorough kaowleige or the 

situation controntin& coaaandera. ~is in turn Will •ore 

clearly detine the possible courses or aetioa. !he two 

officer-led patrols that aoell.ted the route or advance and 

the enemy defens~ at Djebel 11 ADk are eases in point. 

6. Re-e.m.phasia •ust be placed on the rapid ani er­

rective organizatioA and eonsolicla~ion or captured ground. 
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• 
All · uaaple Of poer orpnizaUon of aa:pturel grOUD.4 ooaurre4 

at »jebel Berla• Bad· the 11111 \)eea pJ:p~rb orplli:ze4, ~ .... 
aolU.ated, and prepare4 tor detenae, ·the ~l!l. dwek• .cult 

havw bee~ beaten oft. lien must neYe:r be alloni to Juds• thea• 

sehea to be too U:red. to Gig in, place their weapons, aad pre­

pare for attack atter lle.viq oe.ptaJ!ed or· ooev.piei eneay ground• 

7 • Special uai te ahollld be ue6. in the :roles ror ·which 
• ·•".,_~,,...,,...,.,, ... ~ .~--~""-'"'"''""'·'·•···'"'"'""'"'-~··'"''Ao.#_._.,.,..,. .... ,....l-'~\'-'·~'"',..'"""'1""'_...__.._.~~'<.,..·"""· , 

they are 1\es!lped.o · ~e Cl\8.racteriatiea Of tlte lint Jtaqer 

. Ba"ttalioa eD&blecl it 'to aueceeatuUY UHIIJ)li~h the .-iaaioaa 

for which it waa origiaally inteade4. ~· laadi_acs oa 41ft!• 
' 

oult beaehea and epel'at1ona in the aoutaiaa of' Jlortll Afriea• 
' 

should uita of aiailar types be eo-it"ed ill a defensive 

aituationj i..etiate aotioa ahoul4 be taken to properly ~·r 

inf'o:ree and equip the Ullita to !neue their ohaneea of' effi­

cientlf acquitting theaael-vea .in eaabat of thl.a .type. 

' &h /It ia the oeneiderecl opinion .er thi.a ooaener tJa.a t. 

the need tor apeeialligkt aeeault Wlita will ccu\tiaae ill a 
--~~·--~~~-........,..\: ~i.~•,_.,... . , .. _..._, ... ~;_....,._._,,_,..-.,., ....... .,.. .• ,..,..,._,.._! ... '"'- .. ,, 

ftr of the p:reUetabl'e future. '!'he cap~.-ili ties of sucb. or-' 
,____., __ .... ,~ ...... --.~.,~·_..,.,...,:'4~ .... -$'~.---.Jio"""""'"'''' 

ga:aizations are•well Jmowa. :b:eeptioJL ia taken. to the crowiJl& 

trend ot thought tllat nita of this type are now uneeessa'ry, 
. ~ ' . 

inaaaaell aa infantry iiviaional anita can succesetnlly accom­

pl1sh.ll1sa1ons reqlliriB& the rapicl seizure of e:xtreaely diffi­

cult terrain. Iaaediataly there coaea to ll1nd. the aost impo:r-' 

tant task that aay be aas1gae4' to an iataat.ry unit ill aa aa­

pllibio11le aaaault; t)la.t of aeu·tralizia& aaJor eoaatal clefenaea 

in advance ot tile aain lanClin&••· Ill. consideration of' :thia 

tact au of' the preaeat. size, organization and equipment of 

infantry rifle coapaai.ea, it is. felt that apecial ~its nuU 
' be ao :aueh less reatrie,tai in aovemeat that their .chaD.cea wollli 

be proportionately better tor_s~ceeaatul campletion of auoa 

llissiona. 
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