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THE OPERATIONS OF THE FIRST RANGER BATTALION
EL, QUETTAR, 21-~26 HﬁBGB, 1043
(TUBISIAN cAMPATGH)
(Personal Experience of & Company Commander)

INTRODUCTION

Thie monograph covers the operatiens of the Firss
Renger Battalien in the Bettle of El gueitar, Tuniaia,
2l1-26 March, 1943,

This presentation has as 1ts primary purpose the
re-emphasis of the lmpertance of sesrecy and surprise
in all militery operations, This monograph will illuse
trate how the as&ge of these primciples by Amerloan ireops
in the a&tion at El Guestar leid the foundations fer vic-
tory in the battle that followed.

These very cloaely allled prinsipleé of Iai have
been instrumental imn gaining militery successes thraush-'

out history. The uwse of secrecy and su:piisa turned the
| tide of victory in meny early militery campaigns. Ex~
amples of such suecesses hegan belore recorded histoiy,
but one of the esrliest of which we have kmowledge oe-
curred in the year 217 B,C, The Reman Consul Flaminius
held a defensive position at Arezzo, Italy, which he
considered suffielent to helt the march of Hamnibal, im
position ac¢ross the Appenlines in €isalpine Geul, Hanni-
bal, however, chose another route, orossed the mountains
and marahes at pointa considered by Flaminiua to be in-
passable, and marehed pest Fleminius to the high ground
above Leke Trasimene. Flaminius was foreed to give chase
and lost his entire leglon on the lske shore, {1)
{1) 4A-7, p. 48




Another historical exemple utilizing secrecy and sure-
prise which, in this case, is similar to the action of the
Ranger battalion at El Guettar, took plece in the opening
phase of the Battle of Quebes, September, 1759, between the
French, urder Montcalm, end the Baglish, umder Welfe. The
French forces, superior in numbers, position, and artillery,
remained confidently in their positions on the Plaina of
Abrahem arter having beaten off two British ground attacks
from the northeast, Wolfe, héwaver, in a ship anchored be-
low the Plains, discovered with his telescope a tinyéjéaat-
treil winding up the c¢liffs above the Saint Lawrence river,
At 02@0 hours, 13 September, twenty-four volunteers from
his ship-borne army climbed the trail, surprised the small
guard detachmenﬁjand-aécured ths‘trail, permitting 3,600
following infantry to take battie positions, When dawn
broke, the British were in battle array on the Plains of
Abrahem, Montcalm attacked the Brjtish and waa routed.
Thus, history records that a continent was eventually lost
by France, due principally to the victory on the Plains of
Abrsham that had as its opening wedge the actions of
tventy-four men on the hidden trail rising from the Baint
Lewrence, (8)

l The invesion of North Africa, 7-8 November, 1942,
wags another instance where the use of secrecy and sur-
prise, this time on a strategle level, pai& the usual
high dividends., (See Mep A) The First Banger Battalion,
comprised of six companies of sixty~three men and three
offieers each, spearheaded the imitial assault as part
of the "Center Task Foree”, capturing the coast defense
(2) A4-7, p. 49 |
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installations located at Arzew, Algeria. After ancther
brief bui intense action at St, Cloud, active partieci-
patiqn by the First Banger Battalion in the lnvasion of
Rorth Africa oeased., (3)

The Pirst Renger Battallion engaged in a vigorous
training program the next four months, including further
combat in Tuniaia,'preeediag the aetion to be diseussed,
A brief review of this pericd will show the type of
battalion, and indicate the cepabilities emd limitations
peculiar to a unit of this type - an appreciation vital
to the main action to be discussed,

The battaliion spent three months in intemnsive train-
| ing in the vicinity of Arzew. All phases of combat op=-
erations were praeticed, with special emphasis on night
operations, The six companies of the bettalion beceme
thoroughly femiliar with such operations over the dies-
tinctive North Afriean terrain during this period. (4)

On 7 February, 19435, the battalion was flewn from

Oran, 4lgeria, to Youks-les-Bains, five miles north of
Tebeasa, Tunisia., Here it was attached to the Ameriean
IT Corps. (See Map B) The mission given the battalion
by II Corps was the execution of e series of night raids
on enemy outposts located in the vicinity of Sened Sta-
tion and El Guettar, (5)

The first raid was made on the night of 11-12Z Feb~-
ruary on an outpost guarding the approaches to Sened
Station, Companies A, E, and F attacked at 0130 hours.
A% 0150 the three companies withdrew from the position.
They had killed or eaptured 80 odd defenders, &and

(3) A5, pe 35, 37; (4) A-5, p., 36; A=8; (5) A=5, pe 38;
A."Bo



destroyed two 77 mm artillery pieces, THe battalion com-
mand§r stated later that the position had been completely
surprised, and that no defensive fires had been lalid down
until the attackers were within 100 yards or the posi-
tion. (&)
 Axis armored columns, striking ggaiﬁgimlﬁband

Kasserlne, during the following night end dsy, threatened
to cut off the entire area a&s they began a rapid south-
ward movement down the Kasserine-Feriana road. (See
Map B) This caused & major withdrawel of all Allied
forces from Gafse-ElL Guettar sector.

| The_nisaion of the battalion was to screen and pro-
tect elemente of II Corps during this withdrawal, The
battalion wes almost cut off during this action by the
-non-appearance ol vehicles assigned from another ualt,
Fortunately, @ few half-tracks of a passing tank destroyer
unit provided e lify to Feriana. After holding several
mbre derénsive positions, the battalion made a toreced
march of twenty-tour miles across couniry, reaching the
Kasserine-Feriane road minutes ahead of the enemy columng,

A e

It then continued to its new defensive position at Dernis
Pass, (See Map B) (7)

The bettalion's defensive position on the Tebessa-
Feriana road , held tor three weeks, was vital to the
defense ér Tebessa, & major supply point. During this
period, the major threat to the Allied defenses occurred
at Kasserine, elght miles to the northeast. A major
attack at Dernia Pass also appeared immineat. However,
tollowing the action at EKasserine, Axis columns were
(6) A=5, p. 38-40; Statement of Lieutenant Colonel Willlam
0. Darby, commander, First Ranger Bettellon, at Gafsa, Tani-
sle, on 13 February, 1943; (7) Personal knowledge; A-l1l,
pP. 261; A-9; A-3, D. 41, 42. - _
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observed to be evacuating Ferlana, end moving ﬁo'the south-
sast, A4ll actionms, but those of scattered patrols, halted
on the entire front. The battalion was then moved into
bivouse for a resi perlod, (8)
The battaelion wes atteched on 14 Mareh to the 1lst

Division end was moved as one of 1ts reserve elements to

a support position four miles north of Gafsa, (See Map C)
| Following the occupation of Gafsa by elements of the divi-~
sion, the Ranger battelion was ordered to advance and
capture El Guettar on 18 March, The village itsell was .
found unoccupiea, tut patrols prébing beyond 1t to the
east discovered strong enemy detensive positioms aatride
the El Guettar-S5fex road. These were dug in along the
forward slopes of Djebel* El Amk and Djebel Orbeata so as
to commend the entire vslley east and southeest of EL

Guettar, (See Map C)} (9)

THE GENERAL SITUATION

The american II Corps was assigned & Zone extending
froﬁ Feid in the north to Gafsea in the socuth, II Corps
had a two-fold mission: To make a limited atteek 1n the
northern portion of its zone; to effect a penstration,
followed by & drive to the sea, in the southern portion.
(See Maps A, B) (10)

The Qe:epsive_g;ss;ggphad a double purpose: To con-
tein the enemy forces in the limited space-éf the eastern
Tunisian coastel plasin; to protect the supply instella-
tions and communications neiwork whiech served the entire
II Corps, and were later to become supply bases for the
(8) Personal knowledge; A-8; A-5, p. 43; A«l0, p. 22;
*Djebel - Arabic, meaning mountain; (9) Personal knowledge;

A-8; A-B, p. 44, 45; A-1ll, p. 276; (10) Personel knowledge;
A-‘?" P O



British Eighth Army.

It auecéssrui, the offensive mission would plsace
~Allied units across the rear of the enemy forees which
Iersltrying 80 desperately at this time to stan'the ad-

- vance of the British Eighth ATmy at the Mareth Lime. If
the atfaek made only limited geins, the preasnfe alone
would be of invaluable aid to the Eighth Army by,siphon~
ing off Axis reserve elements. :

The 1lst Division, to lhich the Pirst Ranger Batta-
lion wes attached, was to make a twa-pronged attack to
the east along the El Guettar-Stax and El Guettar-Gabea
‘roads, (See Meps B, C) The First ﬁanéer Battalion
mission in support of this atteck also was two-fold:
Firet, to overcome the strong enemy posltion blocking
the El Guettar-S8fax road; second, to seize the enemy=
held heights which ovérlookeﬂ both the El Guettar~Efax
;nd El Guettar-Gabes roads., The battalion atteck would
precede the main attacks of the lst Divieion, (11)

The terrain in the division zone consisted of bleak,
ragged ridges and arid valieys supporting no vegatafian
other than scerubby desert brush, Cover and concealment
in the area was either very effective, in the knife-like,
jegged ridges, boulder-strewn hills and preéipitous
wedis*, or non-existent in the spaces between them, The
mountain masses enclosing El Guettar end its rosd June-
tion on three sides presented formidsable obataeles to
any forwerd movement, South of El Guettar was & shallow

salt leke, impassable to vehicles.
The sharp ridges favored the defender at every turn,

(11) Personal kmowledge; A=6, p., 114; *Wedl: - Arabie,
meaning gully or arroyo.



Djebel Orbata rose sherply from the plain cant of Gafsa

to 8 height of 1100 feet and roughly paralleled the course
of the road from Gafsa through El Guettar to a point 17
miles to the esst on the El Guetter~-Sfex rpad. Djabél B
Ank rose, clitf-like, from the El Guettar~Sfax road atv its
Junetion with Djebel Orbeta, to a height of 850 feet, It
fell away to the south and southeast where the El Guettar-
Gabes road climbed over several of its feeder ranges,
Djebel Berda was the dominating terrain in the ares,
Though only 800 feet in height, obaservation of the entire
El Guettar-Gafsa area was possible rrom 1ts peak, This
ridge system constituted one or the last enemy-defsnded
natural obatacles t0 the Jjunetion of the Bmitish Eighth
Army and the American II Corps., (12)

The enemy had ecarefully plannad his defense so as to
exploit the terraim characteristiecs to the fullest, Gbé
servation posts had been eatablished on the commanding
peaks, The dug-in defensive positions complemented each
favorable aspect of the terrain, (13)

Enemy defensive forces in ihe area included elements
of the Italian Centeurian Division and the Germen 10th |
Panzer Division. About 12 hiles t0o the eest were ele-
ments of the 15th Panzer ard 90th Light Divisions, plus
other assorted units which had been gathered up in the
retreat before the advancing British Eighth Army. (14)

THE BATTALION SITUATION
Dewn, 19 March, 1943, found the First Ranger Battalion
dehouching‘from the lower slopes of Djebel Orbeta, pessing
{(12) Personsl knowiedge; A-4, p. 72; A=9, D. 645; A-ll,

DP. 273; (13) Personsl knowledge; (14) A-2, p. 5; A-4,
pPe. 69, o
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$hrough Elisuéttax and going into i¥s bivoume ares im the :
sunken, mudewalled oasis on the seuthera outskiris of the
T Y ’ )

village, Hmemy artillery, with its excelleat ebservation,
signelled its knotleﬂgo of this aetioca by pounding imter
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 mittent selvoes into the area, (See Map ) (15)
Astion was taken 1inadiate1y by the battalien com~ | ;G
mander to utilize the terrair to the fullest, Company B :
took posseasion of "The Pin@lo', a amall hill atjtha
Junetion of the roads one mile sast or A Gnottar.- The
area was ouniposted and mines wers laid_inkths major ayn.
preaehcn. Pregaratiens Iaro-1nuﬁdiataiy hs¢a1 rq?_intan-
sive nighj patrolling teo determine the leeatiaasaani '
strength of the enemy to the east. (16)
On the night of 20-21 Hﬁréh.:tta officer-led patrols
searched Djebel Orbata for eaemy dispositign&*and=f¢r'
possible approaches inte the enemy pesitions. One patrol,
after scouting the lower lcvols,'rctnrnedJat]davn; '!ho 
other patrel, having reached the narrew platean aleng the
tep or.bjebel Ozbata, remained im observetion Ifrom its
‘Position above and behind the ememy derensive instella-
tiems watil 1700 hours, 21 Enreh,‘ihnn 1% resurned to El
Guettar with & prisoner. (17) | |
The vattalion commander at this time was st the lst
Inra#iry Division commend post, He had left instructions : \~Q
that the leader of the second patrol eall him there 1f-thq
letter should return during his abseass, The information
given the battalion commander by this offieer confirmed
. the battalion commender's beliefs with refsremse to the
eneny strength, positions, end e padhikle route to their

(18) Personal knowledge; A-ll, p., 276; (16} Peysonmal
knawledge; (17) Personal knowleégs, i-8,
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reer. Om the basis of this informetion, the’ desision

{ was made to atiack the positions at Djsbel Ordata and
Djebel El Ank from the rear 2t dawn the follewing morning,
22 Iﬁreh. (18)

The plan of attaek by the lat nivision called for &
aiﬁultaneaua triplo-thrpat oagt and aonthaatt from ) 48
Guettar, (SBee Map C) The 26th Combat Team, with the
Firet Bamger Battallon attached, was to eleay the ensmy
from the pdss at Djebel El Ank aend %o hi'pnspamud to oom-
tiane the attask. The 18th Combet Team vas to drive down
the Gabes road to its objaetive at the nnxt nnsar rnnl
jnnetion northeast of Bjcbel Berda, !ha—lsth ecuhat Tean

was givan the‘nissian of clearing the eneny from the for-
ward slopes of Djebel Xl Ank beiween the roads and te re-
pare to continue the attack en order. (1%) ' '
The lst Ediiaion plan had, as threats to 1ts.ana¢es:,
the enemy ohssrvation.peiéibla rrom'eeuianding g;eund as
Djebel Berda, and the possidbility of a strong eauhscri
attaok from the pass et Djebel El Ank, Although the enemy
at Djebel El Ank had done everything pesaible te-;ake the
pass 1spregnabio, he regarded the high peaks on both sides

ef the pass énly a3 excellent observation pesta., (20)

THE BATTALION PLAK OF

!he_approzinate logations of enemy ponitienafgnaréing
the pass at Djebsl EL Auk hed been pletted by patrols end
were made kuown when the battalien order fer the attack
vas lssued, (See Maps 8, D) It hed been estimated that
there was one reinforeed 1ntantry battalieon in thé derense

(18) Personal knowledge; (19) Personal kmovledge; 4B,
P 44 {203 A=6, D. 113, 114, 119,

'll_-
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in the vieinity or the pass tith machine gune and 7! | -

guas in sxnallant peaitinana

The 1st and 3rd Bettalions, 26th Infantry, were te
atteek the outer defemses of the pass at H 1 hours {0&@0)
with the eomtlinuing mission of securing Bou Hamren*, The .
2nd Battalion end remelining umits of the 26th Cembai Team

were 1o assist in the gemeral mission of soenriﬁg_iha{_
division's lefs fremt Tlamk, |

The Firat nangex lnttalima': plan ef ntttak ﬁas to
éress the line of departure et HeHour iﬁﬁeelwyith‘cann-,
panies 4, B, D, B, and F abreast, end mﬁ.smig&t.‘iora |
the siopes of Diebel Orbata intoa the pess with the nissien
of dostraying the enemy dafenaoa logated there, !ﬁo line
of departure, to the\aneny'a right rear, wes to be roeched
by moving the battalion in & single file over the &iffi-
culs terraia of Djepel oxhnta-dnring'th; nours of derke
ness preceding the atiaek, (21) .

‘ Company b, lat lngianar Bntta&ian, attaahad, was e
provide a hoavy covering fire for the atiack vith its 81
na lnrtnru.: Company &, Rangor Bagtelien, wes-to be held
- im reserve to the rear of the line of departure, and ves
to furnish evﬁrheai fire until masked by the admahaing
troops, | o 7' _

The battelien’s 536 radios were te be used fox come
municetion during the atsaek, The lisnalntar the attack
to Jump off would be a bugle sall tn@u,thcphatialinn-éamn
mender'a abiowvatioﬁ post »eer the liane of ﬂqpamta;t‘ The
battalion commander plaamned ‘to fight his patsalion during
the‘attao! from the same ventage point. '{22)

*gsatament of Ceptein A, R, Levasseur (then platoon leader

in Company 4 aeth Infantry) on 12 Hoveaber, 19473 (21) Per-
sonal knatleé ; Aw8} (83 Persenal knnwle&ga; A=O,
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 The siz éompa—ni_a of the First Benger Bettelion, with
.-Gompany D, lst‘ﬁnginoag Battalien aftauhqd, moved out of El
-~Gnettar'nf‘a$ée hours, 21 Hareh,":he reute seken was ex-
tremely alffiemlt. In BERY ea;es‘teggle-repesg Ihiéh vere
an item of apesial inﬂividnai eggipnsni-in the bittaiian,
Iexe'nee-saéry to effect passage of men andﬁoqnipihnt over
eliffe and ravinnb; Dus %o these diffiemities, tegethar |
Iith the heavy leads the men were ocrrriag, @nqp&ny By lst
Iaginoor Battalien, 1ith its 81 nm.nﬂrtnrs, wes nauk&a t0

continue the paeo, and :ell te the rear. The battellon cone
tinued 1ts farward_nmve;eat,‘hdtever;‘snﬂ moved inte attack

paaition'at 0430 ianrs, 22 Merch. The six mile mareh across

Bjebel Grbata to the line of. dapartnro had taksn rour and a
balf hours. (&ee Map D) {25) o

The five campanias repidly moved inte an oztanaed
-skirmish line. They were te the rear ef thn~detanniip
: poqitiodnii‘ in the pess,. A dugle .eaJ,]. at 0500 hours launched
the attaaﬁ; thér @ heavy cévering firo-rral ﬁh& heights
aleng the linc er dwpartare, the as;ault sreupa anpt down
‘the alopes; | : ‘

ﬁu:priss tas oauyloto: ﬁhé-nnany was eaughi totally
orr-gua:d. Hanx ef hia gun peaitiana hed not yot hsen
mspned and the few that lo:oaprqpsxcd were aitnd to tire
‘down the read toward EL Guettar, The sesrsey anﬁ_Stcalth
‘used in the movement to the iine of aipdrtwra pdid divie
dd#éa\iitﬁ-aaeﬁ‘éaptured prisener;‘ﬁmst pr-iyan vere eep-
tured'aatﬁhey dazedly ran toward their defenaes, (24)

By 0520 hours, nnre than 200 prisonera had hoen taken‘

(83) A=B; A=3, D. 4; laé) Personal knnwlsdge' A»S, pe 45;
A=6, D. 1&5-1&0 -

/
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The aaaault'groupa'eontinned their repid fire ghd movement,

and a réw white surrender flegs were noted flying from

other gun positions, These areas were rapidly cleared and
éthar;, inside the psss &nd atill resiating, iere attacked |
with rifles, grenades, and bayonets. The action thus
deteriorated into & series of scattered asseults whioch
continued inside the paas until about 0650 hours. (55)

The situation was clearsd up at this time by the
atteck of the lst and 3rd battelions of the 26th Infantry
on the outer defemses of the pass, The lst hettallon,

. 26th Infanmtry, origlmally-ordered to ettaek slong the .
lower slopes of Djedel Orbate st 060Q hours, had been de-

' 1ayed.ihen'§he Se2 and 5-8 of the pattalion hed been pinned
down while on recomnalssance, by enemy rire from the viei-
rity of the pass*, (25) | o P

- The eomblned, threciyrongsa'é;sault of the three B
battalions cleared the area morth of the road b (830

houra, (See Map D) The only ergani;qﬁ rnaiatano§ south &
of the roed now coansisted of scvor§1 dnap1y dug-in mashine

- gun positions. AS 0900 houra, éo'ipnny'b, 18% émgﬁ«f
Batfdtien, errived on fhe line of dsparture ﬁnd inmediately
8ot up its mortars. Supported by thia heavy aand peeutato
covering ITire, Company ¢ of thﬁ Banger Battallon attacked

the machine gun positions with rifle and bayonet, foreimg
their surrender. FPollowing this ae¢tion, all six compinies
fanned out over the alepes of Djobél Orkate and Djedel KL
Ank, ferreting out other isolated panitiensa_ !ha'battaw

lion commander notified the 26th Infantrj reginmental come

mander at 1220 hours -thet the inner positions of the pass

(25) Personel kmowledge; A5, p. 45, 119; *Statement of
Captain A, R. Levasseur (then platoon leader in Compsany 4,
26th Infentry) on 12 November, 1947; (26) Personal .
knowl edge. ' '
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had been cleared. (27) \ |

Ab 1330 hours, two eompanles of the battalion wers
ordered by the battalinn\gannandcr teo atteek and secure
Bou Hemran, three milea nértheast ef the pass, (sat MNap
D) <Units ef the 26th Combat Tsam compozed of 1nr§ntry,
a;tillery, engineers, and afugr, begen moving nertheast
through the pass at iasa hours: The fonr rangining'!onp
panies of ihe.naager Battalion, outpesting the pass at

this time, began assembling the 1400 prisoners esptured
earlier, and made preparations to mareh them toward ElL
Guettar., (28) |

The road through the pess became severely congested
at this point, It proved to be an ideal tnr§e€ for the
attaék placed on 1% at this time by twelve JU 88s whieh
suddenly appeéred on the scene. _They duve in over DJjebel
orbata &nd bombed and strafed the massed vahieleslénd men
from about 200 feet. The ecasualties, however, proved te
be'snrpriaingly light, oconsisting of three men kiilsd;
five wounded, and twe 105 hewi%zﬁrs and nine truoks end
half~-treeks destroyed, The prineipal 4ifficulty lay in
recapturing the 1400 priscners, who had unanimously
bolted for the roecks at the first appearance of the enemy
plenes. (29) -

The Ranger Battalion was orderedé by the lst Division
to return to El Guetter at 1430 hours te recomstitute the
divieion reserve, and wes thereby relisved of the mission
of espturing Bou Hamren., The b&tt&li@n ciaaoa inte ita
bivouse area st El Guettar at 1830 hours. After the evern-
ing meal taa'eonpleted, recrganizatien and‘reaugply-ar:the

(27) A~B; A6, p. 158, 153} A5, p. 45, 119; (38) Personal
knowledge; (20) Personal knowledge; A-8; Ae«6, p. 165,
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battalion began, as & warning order had been reeeived for

possible action on the following day, 25 Mareh, (30)

THE DEFENGR g; EL eggg;§g~

At 0500 hoara, 23 Mareh, the German 10th rlnzar Eiviaien
attankld,en the fron% beld by the 1lst and 3Srd Bnttalxons, laﬂl-
Infantry, (See Meps C, l) The attnakfsnsrnnﬁcrpithfayyrexiv
mately sixty-iankqj two fhrnntry.hattaliens,'agﬂ't!u artilléry
battalions, It roughly paralleiedAtho Guttn-a@bil road. The
Ranger Battalion was ordered by lst bivision at 0600 hours to
teke a dotensive pesition on the left flamk of the 3rd Betta~
lion, 18%h Infantzry. The Germea attaékfebntinnoq;~una§§teﬂf' |
ia 1%s feroeity, throughout the day, The highest tide of the
‘attaek osourred shorily after poon than artillary and tank
doatreyer units of the division held off. aersral tank-inrantry
asseaunlts with direet fire, DBuring this poriad, Jv 6&0 interf_'
mittently bomhed ang straféd the aetonso lina. !kt defense
line held, however, #t 1718 haurs the Germnn armor that was
- capable of movemens was observed moving ot toward the esst,
'Yitk'fhs eiéeptieh of patrol elashes rerwarh‘er7the defensse
' araa, and. the aetions of Gernnn tank resovery vehiecles, mo |
rnrther astion took plnao at thia p@nitieh throngh thn night
of 33-34 lnreh.A (31}

S

A% 1100 hnurs, 24 Hﬁrek, the pattalion was: arﬁered by 1st B
‘Divisien to selze the high ground in the vicinity of Bﬁehel
Berda. (See Heps C, F) This previaunly discussea prominent

poiant !at this time ]laa affording oxullent ehsszutiyn for the

‘(503 Personsl knowledge; aps, Ds 46; (51) re:aenal knniledgo;
Avs, Pe 45, ].19.

“
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-/ slopes and & h:io: aetion. ay tha top.J As 83@0 honrn, alL ' 'f
‘panr B, were orécrud tn d@lqend the atacy slupta to rainp;
’ vas undez attack at the base of Bjahwi B&rd&. {52)

“until fnrther orécra. (Sse-nnp !) Tha aampany 5elnanaer
| hill, but reaked up 1nﬂividual riring pnaitians Ln an . all-

| on the eastern slapea or Bjebel Boréa. Ha hna heard saunds;-

' camina from hel.et hj.s eenpany eemnd put that Lndiutad
- the appraach of enn@tny~l, 18th Inrantzz. The 1 can@any eanw ;f-
',challcngpa by the eonnander of Ganpany B. Buo ta hhe B ﬂenr

fnearly haeans a easnalty at this peint, but was aavpé by hi-

_.Iﬂpid e;planntienaa (34)

{33 Personal knovledge; APS; Aps, Pe. 46° (54} Parsa 1

. N - Lt & EE
h“'l’ : ' ’ o
' . - .
. ;

| L . . ’ _!'

eneny artillery, All m@vamsnt ‘ia the El Gnettar aren eonl& -
be neans This seizure vaa aeeanplinhed, and Bdehsl larda' &fﬁt
securcﬂ at 1730 honrs, fbllowing an. arauaua elilb ﬁp tho

" the oaapanies on Bdebnl lcrdn, rith thn tma!ptinn or Coms

-foree the 2nd Bettalion, lath Iltqntry, whieh at tnnt tina xjfiﬁﬁb

eompany D wes or&ercd'te hold the tﬂﬁ or: Bjebel larda ‘?-?;

disposeé hia eampany in ancardannc iith these 1nstructiens.-3"“‘

Antemntie teapona wore sighted to’ firo dewu thu ﬁlapq" Th'fii?'”

‘ nnn !ero unable to dig 1a daune to tha ruuky rosantian of the ffr.

around defense, tss}

A% 0345 hours, 25 Eareh, the eanmnnﬂor ef Ganpany B

‘algrted his canpanr for what aeemeﬂ to be am attaﬂk Iorling;l;iQf,

,yrsparations were nnder'lay ror-sneh an lttack. Inatead of

an attaek, hoveter, the olinkins machine gun belte hnzalitdf[‘L
landnr was leading. his een@any, but abraytly hlitad Ihsn

pany cemnander'a 1gnarnnee er ‘the yasstnrd rur the day, he

It develapod that’ cnapany l hsd haen orderoﬁ te '1thdra'

'.rron.the aetlen at ths ngrthsra hnae er Djihcl Berdu and te ;'“_

(32) Personel kmowledge; A=5, p. 46; A-5, p, 119; 18
'knotladge; 198-
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take pozitions along the crest, (See ltpé G, ¥) ‘The in9 

~structions had been somewhat ineomplete, in that the com-

pany commander of Company E had not been told that the hd ghts
had previeusly been eecupied by friandly sroops. After the

neg¢essarily nervous intreduetiens were accomplished, the E

.Company commander noveﬂ his eonpany onto the already ererdad

erest, where the men rested, ataiting orders, (35)

THE WITHDRAWAL FRCM DJEBEL BERDA

Heavy surprise eoncenirations of mortiar amd artillery time
fire burst on the top of Djebel Berda et 0630 hours, folloved

five ninutea later hy intense heavy mechine gun fire rran points

~ down the northeastern slopes of tha ridge. {(8ee an ?) German

infsntry in company strengih attecked up the slopes at 0640
hours, firing naehinempiétalss The restrieted erea of the hill,
the mixed personnel of the two eqnpa#ias, and the laek of shele
ter of many of the men cenbined.to cause serious confusion st
the 6utset of this attack. Had it not been for the antontié
weépons firing from behind rocke-laid dofonée; gnd taking the
attaeking infantry unéerlhe@vx rire, it was possible the posi-
tion may have been promptly overrun, In the ansﬁing'&etiaﬁ,
however, compaﬁy D delayed. succeasively on the three knolls of
Djebel Berds, covering cnn;aiy E as it withdrew down the northe

west slopes, The Germen infantry began &n envelopment along

the slopes at this péint, es the morter and time rire eontinued:

~to fell om the hill. The Renger Bsttalion eemnnndcr erdered

Company D to Uithéraw from the third delayling positian at 0725

hours. The withdrawal was successfully aeeanplished, tho eomp

pany noving rqpidly dewn near-vertieal elifra and talus slides
to & vadl at the southwestern base of Djebel Berda. The company

(35) Personal knowledge; A~8, - ' !
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marched three miles northwest through this wadl sad rejoimed
the battalion at sbout 0930 hours. (36) |

The lst and 2nd Battalions, 18th Infantry, were ordered
to withdrew from the-.ﬁeiﬁity of Djebel Berds aand return to
El Guettar en the night of 25-26 Mareh: The Ranger Battalion
acted as security for this disengagement, arter which de- -
‘fenaive positions 1erg‘takeﬁ along the narthveatﬁ;n foot ér | | .
the Djebel Berda hill mass. The battalion was relieved at
this latter ﬁositiah at 0545 hours, 2§ Mareh, by the Znd Bate
talionm, Sgth_lnfanfry, Q;h_Divisien*, and immedlately moved
out to El Guettar. This relief marked the end of the BRanger
Battalion's participation inm the éetiaﬁ. The battalion was
- held in its bivouae drea at El Guetter, however, for further - é
use if necessary, The closing of the fiael chepters of the o
‘battle of El Guettar oceurred when Djebel Berds was recaptured
at lEGQ hours, 7 Aprii, by elementa.or tholsthlnitihien, Adw -
vamce units of the British 10th Gorpa, Bighth Army, were con- “
tected on the Gafse-Gabes road at 1705 bours that afsermoon. (87 )

 ANALYBIS AND GRITICIEM
-‘In.atudying this series of qpefatiena, it becomes evie
- dent that the astute end unexpected use of secrecy and-sg?u.
_ﬁriae, at & time when all the other factors are gual, may
very decisively swing the balance of vigterj. The ealeue
'iited risks teken inm aitaeking[tha Bjabel El Anmk pesifians
'rith the 390 men of the_Firétgﬁanger Battalion paid huge .
dividends: The.éarly,eollabse of the pasitians at this.point _
(36) Personal knowléﬂge;“aysg AnB, D, 463 *atatquent of Mejer
W. E. Walters (then commander, Company H, 39th Infantry) on 18

Kovember, 1947; (37) Personal knowledge; A~l, p. 2; A-4, D, 72
A-s’ PO "e; be, P. 645, 647' ' ' ' . ’
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was direotly reaponsible for the rapid advance apd oﬁﬁleit-
ation thet followed, Contimuwing, it is reasonables to believe
that the seme ground in our possession, coupled with the type
and armement of unita fighting over it, was instrumental in
bringing about the defsat of the German 10th Panzer Divisiom
when it attacked om 257Hareh, 1943,

!he‘ﬁnaxpeetad aurﬁried attaek of the Djebel Kl Ank
position wes made poamsible by'tha taet that the Ranger Bat-
talion wes cepable of the passage of obatecles such as the
oliffa and gullles of Djebel Orbata with 18 mormal fight- -
ing eqpipnant.._ln &n aperatién of this type, the battalion's
llght armament ves an sdvantage, In the action at Djebel
Berde, however, it proved to be a'hisﬁdvaﬂtaga as D Compsny
lacked the proper weapons to hold the hill. 4 _

While the Ranger Battelionm Tfelt secure in assaulting
& deach or opersiing in the mountains 'ith.ita oiggnizatieh
and equipment, the basie weaknésses inherent im the organi-~
zetion for continued defensive cetion becsme eiear in fho
defense action of 23 March against the attack of the 10th
Panzer Division. The origimal concept of the use of the
battalion was thdt it wes to be used ia speecial assault
missions. These included raids and reconnaisaanece in force
of enemy beaches, and landings on small isolated beaches to
destfoy defensive imstellations, When, as &t El‘Gn;ttar,
it beceme necesssry to commit the bﬁttalion in & defensive
role, the basic shortages of men and of the neceassry de-
fensive weapons and supplies were very keenly felt,

The battallon was 3o short of oergeamle tranapartafion
that, even in eombat arees, all movement was mede by march-

ing or with vehicles barrowed from ancther wunit. - Thia latter

'-m-
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paint-taa-verr foreidly demonsirated during the jithdraual'
from Gefse on 15-14 Pebruary, 1943, By sheer luck, halfe
traeks of the 60lat Tank Destroyer Battaliom were en-
countered by the rear guard, These vehicles provided a
1irt to Periema, Trucks, whiéh had been.aauigndd from g
snnthnr‘nnit,'had failed to appear-‘ | |

:h:enghédt the actions at )41 Guettnr, the very therough
training of the battallon was notiseable, !hc-skncosnrul
nevauant_gi night over Djebel Orbasa to attask the pess
positions hed, as its training feundetiom, meny similar
exercises praétiaoa atfir:a') The jmn of the battaliom .
~were preficient im the use of the battelion weapoms; The
high standards of physieal condition, the mountain elimbing
techniques, amd the combat methods of the battalion all
owed their exisience to the tho:onghiess of prior tralning.

The men themselves possesssd admirable eharacteristies
‘which helped the unit over.nany‘difricnliieas All were
volunteers and the men in esoh of the sixty-three na# con~!
penies knew sach other tkereughly. ™he rgailienoy of thelr
morale and their high esprit de corpa dateé haek?to their
comaande training and to the setiens at Dieppe, Arzew, fiened
Station, éndfnernia Pass, The tru#t and respect the men
felt for eash other amd their erriéera-waa‘bascd en combat
experience and mutuel sharing of the rlgors of war,

Tha.pémsonnl leaderahip of Lisutsnant Colonel (leter
Brigadier Ecn;zil) Williem O. Barby, the battalion commander,
‘raaked equelly important with the combat scmradeship fels
throughout the bettalion, He was one of the ro' uan gifted.
with nearly 21l of the g¢ualities and attribntéa of the

successful combat ecommender. He had aurtured the bettalion

)
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rroaliaaqptian aa its firht commander. It suffiees Vo say
that the training was so rigorous that many of the mea re~
laxed somewhet under combet sonditionl¢

The battle of I Guettar began and ended with struggles
for the eoﬁmanding ground, V¥ith the seizure of the pass at
Djebel EL Ank, the left flank of the lst Division was see
esured. By the same token, however, the faet that Djebel
Berda was eqptﬁred late in the saction, and was then promptly
losf, resulted in acourate observed ertillery rire continu-
ing to fall in the El Guettar ares throughout the aetion.
~ Waen DJebel Berda wes resaptured on 7 April, the Gemman posi.
tiens were promptly sbandoned, and the British Elghth Army
was eéntaeted the same afterncon. This aetion efrfectively
blocked the eorridor to the south., The pressure was ine
creased as the aefion ecntinued northward toward Bizertie
and Cape Bon. On 12 May, 1943, general unconditional sur-
render of 248,000 Axis troops followed the eaptnre of Vom
Arnim, the ermy coamander.

By General Order Kumber &6, War Department, dated 12
July, 1944, the Firat Ranger Battalion wes cited for its
outatanding performance or.dnty in action at El Guettar,
end under theAproviaionn of Section IV, Circular Number 333,
avarded the Distinguished Unit Badge. |

LESSONS

In the strictest defimltion of the phrase, there were
really no nev lessons learned Auring the opsratiems of the
First Ranger Battelion at El Guettar., Hemever, there were
some new slants caest oen some of the old sstablished prine

eipleS, and in the final enalysis the raect becomes evident
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that the major lessons leerned were a pointed re-emphaslis
of these eatablished principles:. Several ¢of the most ime
.pertant of these lessons are;

1. Seeréoy and sagp

JUORSITS

énemy position at DBjebel El Ank, while very streag to the

front, was pravenlto be relatively weak when it was teken
from the rear and flank by determined attack.

2 Ghaomvation and selzure of the domlnant jerrain

]

is a vitel nesessity. This is especially true im open

JRT——— Y LT O )

terrein, such as was found in the El Guetier area.

3 TRT LR N

3. Commanders ef all units nnat petsass eogpleto and
e i

et 1o o A

intinatc knowledge of the terrain in their scetora in the _
attaek as at Djebel El Ank and espeecially =20 1in the defa se,
as the attack of the 10th Panzer Divisien, for aﬁ exemple,
4, Speeializod training prier to cunbat 1n mountain
- and hill warfare is. aamahapln&awnanaankty " The %roops -
laarned at EL Guettar from expsrisnce to avoid the natural
ecorridors of approach, whiech were inveriebdbly mined and
heavily défonded,'and inatead, to work alomg the ridges
apd high terrain features., In this way, the enemy was
foreed to abandon strongly defended positiona at the heads
of the corridors and natural approaches, |
5. Night patrolling operations must be stressed im
tho hattle training of” tﬁu"tnﬂtvtﬁuatm!aidtv!www!hnnrv-ﬂ

sultins effect will he a nore theraugh knowlaagc of the
situvation eonfronting commanders. This in turn will more
clearly define the possible courses of eetion. The two
officer-led petrols that scouted the route ef advenee and
the enemy defensiwes at Djebel El Ank are eeses in point,
ls. Re~emphasis must be plaeed on the rapid and ef.

fective organization and eonsolidation of captured ground.
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An example of poor organization of eaptured graun@ oeourred

‘at Djebel Berda, Had the ﬁilllioin préperly organized, eone.

 solidated, and prepared for defenhe,lthe Gornnn et%aeks5aeuld

have béen'bcaten”off. Hen mist never be allovod %0 judge then»

: selvoa to be too tirad to dig in, plaec their weapons, and‘pro--

pare for attaek after h371na ethufea orfocenpiod ennny ground,
| 7, Specjal umits should bernaeé in the rolea for: whieh

5 ,wwneq\_vwv- e g N | BN P i ARTE U HTaI R AT A
R Y aw

they are aaaisned. The characteristies of the First Ranger

,Battalian enabled 1t to suecessfnlly acecomplish the missions
“ for whieh it was erigindllf’inténaoa. The Ianﬂihgﬂ o3141rr1.
cult beaches and operations im ths nsnntaina of !brth irrien,
i51eily, apnd Itsly-preved the raet. In eny futurc eperations,
should units of similar types be gannitted in a defensive
_ situation, immediate action should be takén‘to preﬁerly rer
inforee and equip the nnits o insurc thelir eh&nena ot err1~'
ciently aeqpittlng themselves in combat of this typa. '

8. zlt 18 the considered epinion of thin ebsarver that
1the aeed for speeial: light aasault unita will continue in a

- e T AT b AT s e,

.-

war of the preﬁieiable rutnre.’ The cepabilities of such o1

et

FDR—

ganizations arevvell kmows. Exeeptien is taken to the ;revin;

irend of thanght that units of this type are nov WRRecessary,

inaanueh as infantry”éivis;enal gnits ean aueeessfully accom- - .

p;ish'niss;ong requiring the rapid ssizure of extremely Aifre-

. eult Serrain, ;Innadiatolj.thure comes to nind‘the nost ingo:r"m,*
tant tesk that mey be sssigeed to emn int€nm:y unit in ex am-
phibieuh asseult; tha&_or,ntutralising;nnjcr eonatal defenses
in advanee of the_laiﬁ landings. in consideration of this |

'raei-and'er the pieaent:size, erganiéat;on-and eguipment of
infantry'rirlé 6aﬁpaaias, 1£ ia felt that spoeial units would

be so mneh lesa restxieted in movenent that their shances would
be propértianately batter for._ sﬁcecsarul cempletimn of aneh

missions.
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